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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-1 0&1 2-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kikuchi et al (US 6,553,1 80). 

Regarding claim 1, Kikuchi et al disclose a digital information 
recording/playback system which has a function of supporting the user to create a visual 
menu that partially uses actual recorded contents (a still picture, a short movie, or the 
like), and an information recording medium used in the system, comprising: 

a) a storage medium mounted detachably to a main body, the storage 
medium containing predetermined compressed animation (moving image) file data that 
have been electrically stored (see Fig.1 ; optical disc 10; col.7, lines 1 9-45); 

b) expanding means mounted to the main body for applying a regeneration 
(reproduction) process to the compressed animation (moving) file data ( see Fig.39, 
video decoder 64 of decoder 60; col.35, lines 6-25); 
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c) converting means mounted to the main body for converting the 
regenerated image animation file data to image data in accordance with a 
predetermined outputting system (see Fig. 39; video digital-to-analog converter (V-DAC) 
67; col.35, lines 6-30); 

d) display means mounted to the main body for displaying the image data on 
a predetermined displaying region in accordance with the predetermined outputting 
system (see Fig.39; display 48; col.34, line 61 to col.35, line 67); and 

e) control means for repeatedly regenerating the image data in predetermined 
units based upon the compressed animation file data (see Fig.39, MPU 30; col. 53, line 
29 to col.54, line 61; and VOB 83 and col. 15, line 50 to col.16, line 18). 

Regarding claim 2, Kikuchi et al disclose wherein the storage medium is a 
non-volatile memory (see Fig. 1, optical disc 10; col.7, line 25 to col.8, line 44). 

Regarding claim 3, Kikuchi et al disclose wherein the storage medium stores 
a control program for controlling an operation of the main body in a manner capable of 
updating the control program with respect to the main body ( see management data 
recorded in data recording area 28 of disc 10; col.9, lines 19-21; data management data 
is used for the recording and reproduction operations of video signal — col.36, line 14 to 
col.38, line 13; col.50, lines 39-47 and col. 57, lines 28-43). 
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Regarding claim 4, Kikuchi et al disclose wherein the main body displays an 
operational condition on the displaying means as an operation condition image by 
executing the control program (see, for example, col. 18, line 57 to col. 19, line 13). 

Regarding claim 5, Kikuchi et al disclose wherein the display of the operating 
condition image is performed by synthesizing predetermined character data with the 
image (see at least col. 34, lines 61-65 and col. 35, lines 31-37). 

Regarding claim 6, Kikuchi et al disclose wherein the main body executes a 
control command not contained in the main body by performing the control program 

Regarding claim 7, Kikuchi et al disclose setting means for setting an order in 
accordance with which a plurality of the image data are regenerated, wherein each of 
the plurality of the images are regenerated in accordance with the order (see col.1 1 , 
lines 3-25; col.26, lines 14-56 and col.33 f lines 46-53). 

Regarding claim 8, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit further 
comprising timer means for setting a starting time and a terminating time for 
regenerating the image data, wherein the image data are regenerated in accordance 
with an optional time (see system time counter- STC 38 of Fig. 39- col. 34, line 66 to 
col.35, line 5 and col.36, lines 14-32). 
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Regarding claim 9, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit further 
comprising temporary storage means for temporarily storing the compressed animation 
file data at a sector unit of storage of the storage medium, wherein the compressed 
animation file data are read in real time mode from the storage medium to temporarily 
store the data in the temporary storage means, the image data being regenerated while 
reading the compressed animation file data in the real time mode (see Fig.39&49; 
temporary storage 34/34A; col.37, lines 5-18; col.39, lines 33-45 and col. 59, lines 33- 
43). 

Regarding claim 10, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit 
further comprising: 

a) a lousspeaker mounted on the main body or outside the main body for 
regenerating voice data (see Fig.48, speaker 8; col.48, lines 13-20); 

b) the storage medium for storing electrically compressed voice file data (see 
Fig.39, disc 10; col.31, line 64 to col.32, line 3); 

c) the expanding means for applying a regenerating process to the 
compressed voice file data and for reading the compressed voice data (see Fig.39, 
audio decoder 68; col. 35, lines 6-25); and 

d) the converting means for converting the regenerated voice data to voice 
data in accordance with a predetermined outputting system (see Fig.39; audio ADC 69; 
col.35, lines 6-25). 
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Regarding claim 12, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit 
further comprising a storage region for storing a plurality of identification codes of 
storage file data disposed on the compressed image file data, and storing means for 
storing a plurality of main body identification codes disposed on the control means, 
wherein the compressed animation file data in the storage medium that are identified 
are read when one of the plurality of storage file data identification codes is identified by 
one of the plurality of main body identification codes, and the image data are generated 
(see, for example, identification numbers for VOBs; col. 16, lines 12-18; and col.20, line 
60 to col.21, line 6). 

Regarding claim 13, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit 
further comprising wherein the main body identification code is rewritable (see Fig.1, 
wherein Kikuchi discloses the optical disc 10 is a rewritable recording medium, including 
col.9, lines 34-45; col.9, line 62 to col.10, line 2, and col.11, lines 33-39 and col.34, 
lines 41-48); furthermore, the main body identification codes, for example, VOB 
identification numbers, are stored in the management area of the optical disc 10 which 
is rewritable. 

Regarding claim 14, Kikuchi et al disclose information regenerating unit 
further comprising wherein rewriting of the main body identification code is performed 
using the storage medium mounted on the main body (see Fig.1; optical disc 10; col. 7, 
lines 38-44; and Fig.1, wherein Kikuchi discloses the optical disc 10 is a rewritable 
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recording medium, including col.9, lines 34-45; col.9, line 62 to col.10, line 2, and col.11, 
lines 33-39 and col.34, lines 41-48); furthermore, the main body identification codes, for 
example, VOB identification numbers, are stored in the management area of the optical 
disc 10 which is rewritable. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 1&15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the invention relates to an information regenerating unit 
capable of regenerating file data which has been in files in a storage medium. 

The closest reference Kikuchi et al (US 6,553,180) disclose a digital 
information recording/playback system which has a function of supporting the user to 
create a visual menu that partially uses actual recorded contents (a still picture, a short 
movie, or the like), and an information recording medium used in the system. 

However, Kikuchi et al fail to explicitly disclose an information regenerating 
unit, where the information regenerating unit further comprises wherein a plurality of the 
storage media are mounted detachably to the main body and the compressed image file 
data stored in the plurality of the storage media are read alternately, the image data 
being continuously regenerated. 
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Regarding claim 15, the invention relates to an information regenerating unit 
capable of regenerating file data which has been in files in a storage medium. 

The closest reference Kikuchi et al (US 6,553,180) disclose a digital 
information recording/playback system which has a function of supporting the user to 
create a visual menu that partially uses actual recorded contents (a still picture, a short 
movie, or the like), and an information recording medium used in the system. 

However, Kikuchi et al fail to explicitly disclose an information regenerating 
unit, where the information regenerating unit further comprises wherein rewriting of the 
main body identification code is performed using a change-over switch with respect to 
the storing means for main body identification codes. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Honda (US 6,795,640) teaches techniques for easily and reliably managing a 
plurality of recording media or the like on which divided image data are respectively 
recorded, even in the case that data compression rate largely varies with the contents of 
the data, and for recording mass image data, whose picture quality is effectively 
prevented from being degraded by recording image data after securing a region 
according to the preliminarily estimated number of recording media. 

Yuyama et al (US 5,612,732) teach a portable television receiver capable of 
transmitting image data through a communication channel 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Onuaku whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7379. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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